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As it has become a ftradition over the
past years, this year's general meet-
ing and annual gala event was again
accompanied by a NUMOV — Near and
Middle East Annual Economic Confer-
ence. As a highlight and appropriate to
the occasion of the 75" anniversary of
NUMOV, the conference assembled
high-ranking speakers. Chaired by
Dieter Ernst, Member of the board of
NUMOV and Chairman of the Board of
Berlinwasser International AG, the con-
ference exclusively featured ambas-
sadors from countries of the Near and
Middle East to Germany.

Dieter Ernst, welcoming the attending
Excellencies and NUMOV members and
interested business representatives,
touched upon the stable growth in the
region despite the global crisis. “The
region provides many opportunities and,
due to its young population, holds a
great potential for the future,” Ernst said.
Also pointing towards the future, he
mentioned the regions interest and
investment in promising sectors such as
services, lIslamic finance, health care
and the high-tech industry.

The first speaker was H.E. Moncef Ben
Abdallah, Ambassador of the Republic
of Tunisia to Germany and Doyen of the
Arab Ambassadors in Germany. Tunisia,
both Dieter Ernst and the Tunisian
ambassador pointed out, is of growing
importance to Germany and also the
most important trade partner of Germany
in the Maghreb region.

Having achieved enormous progress
over the last 20 years, the country has
become the most advanced in the region

with an annual growth of 5%, H.E. Ben
Abdallah said. The modernization of the
infrastructure has been a main concern,
he went on. Among the initiatives of the
government are a few mega projects,
namely three power plants for domestic
usage and export, and a connection to
the Italian power grid. Further, he enu-
merated a new desalination plant, a
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deep-water port and an extension of the
national highway system. Until the year
2040, the government will focus on
“high-value sectors in particular the
knowledge-based technology” which
should be increased to 35% of GDP
already until 2017. In terms of foreign
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investors, Ben Abdallah stressed the
number of jobs German investment and
German companies have created in the
country and named several new laws for
the protection of foreign investments,
copyrights and the like.

The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in Germany, H.E. Ali Reza
Sheikh Attar, followed as the second
speaker. He acknowledged NUMOV as
the association which “makes decisions
after studies and updates us and its
members on the developments in the
whole region.” Due to the extensive
work, "NUMOV can take the right deci-
sions.”

These words gave a suitable introduction
to his speech which focussed on the fact
that Germany had been a major trading
partner of Iran in the past, a circum-
stance which should be revived. “Irani-
ans today have good trust in Germany,
German companies and goods,” he said.
“This is a great asset for German com-
panies which should be fostered and
promoted.” As a potential activity he
named the automotive industry: As the
country has a burgeoning demand for
cars, the assembly of foreign brands
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